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while daily making progress in matters of detail, has
not yet obtained practical solution as a whole.

The Earl of Mayo felt, however, that the problem
before him in India was not merely one of material
development The barriers of caste have done much
to shut off one class from the sympathies of another,
and to dwarf the growth of that local public opinion
which, more than any written law, regulates an Eng-
lishman's conduct to his neighbours. In India, the
powerful have always oppressed the weak. The
village capitalist is there hated as the village usurer,
and from time immemorial his life and property have
been liable to be swept away in ebullitions of popular
resentment The British District Officer does not
permit such ebullitions, tie brings to trial the slayers
of a Bombay sonkdr^ a North-Western baniyd> or
a Bengali mahajan, as ordinary murderers, and he
hangs them. On the other hand, the British District
Officer will not allow the native landholder to re-
cover his rent by the summary process of imprison-
ing defaulting tenants in his vaults, or by tying them
up on tiptoe by their thumbs to the wall. For the
old processes of agrcstis justitia^ whether carried out
by the rich or by the poor, we have substituted uni-
form Codes of Procedure for both. The powerful
now oppress by due course of law; and the weak
now evade oppression, or combine to ruin their
oppressors, by a dexterous use of our Courts. The
husbandmen of Lower Bengal have more than once
shown that two can play at going to law, and that in
a country of petite culture no landholder can stand